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DENTAL OFFICE
Dr. George Elias, DDS
Jim Durston, Denturist

Evenings available
1730 Bloor St. W. #4

(at Keele Subway/ 7-11 Store)

416-766-2222

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Monday to Friday

10:00 AM 4:00 PM

Lunch 12:30 - 1:30 PM

1701 Bloor Street West     https://stjoanofarcto.archtoronto.org       416.762.1026

Toronto, ON M6P 1B1          email   stjoanofarcto@archtoronto.org

CELEBRATIONS OF

THE EUCHARIST

Monday - Saturday

 5:30 PM

Sunday

10:00 AM

12:00 PM

         CELEBRATION OF
          RECONCILIATION
Saturdays   4:00 PM to 5:00 PM

and after First Friday  mass or by

appointment.

               BAPTISMS
Arrangements are made through the

Religious Education office.  Couples

expecting a child are encouraged to

contact the office before the child is

born. Please contact ext 1003, for

more information.

               MARRIAGE
Please contact Fr. Anish at least one 

year prior to the planned wedding date.

Pastoral Visitation
of the Sick:

To arrange for a visit 

Call the office ext 1007
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GOOD YEAR ROOFING
Shingles•Flat Roof•Eavestroughs
Aluminum & Vinyl Siding•Soffits

B: 416-604-3445

C: 416-859-0506

18+ Yrs Experience,
Work Guaranteed!

St. Joan of Arc Proclaiming and Living the Gospel
through Stewardship. All are Welcome.

PARISH STAFF

Fr. Anish Alex

Pastor (ext. 1006)

Parish Office

Ext 1007

Ms. Anne Francis

Accounting Office (ext 1004)

finance@joanofarc.ca

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES

Altar Servers

Call the office

Eucharistic Ministers

Catrina Bova

Lectors:

Luz Sucilan

10:00AM Choir

Susan McElcheran 

Rehearsal: Thursday 7:30 PM

12:00 Noon Choir 

Greeters/Ushers: Call the office

SPOT

Pollocks HOME HARDWARE
PLUMBING & HOME CENTRE

FOR ALL YOUR HARDWARE NEEDS!

341-347 Roncesvalles Ave.

416-535-1169

ORGANIZATIONS

& ACTIVITIES

Catholic Women's League  

4th Monday of the Month

Children's Liturgy

10:00 AM Mass 

Creation Care Ministry

2nd Tuesday of each month  7pm.

Development and Peace

www.devp.org

3rd Monday of the month 7:00 PM

Merrymakers

3rd Thursday of the month  12:00 PM

Knights of Columbus

1st Thursday of the Month

Parish Council

Every two months

St. Vincent de Paul Society

2nd Saturday of the Month 4:00 PM

• PLUMBING       • DISASTER CLEAN UP
• DRAINS          • RESTORATION SERVICES

416-503-4444
www.rotorooter.com

“1 Call Solves It All”

SIN
CE 1935

SPOT

Shop LOCAL • Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL • Enjoy LOCAL

SPOT

SPOT

Hearing Test • Ear Wax removal
Hearing aid trial • Custom plugs

Financing
1076 Bloor St W

Corner of Bloor & Dufferin
416-530-4508
BloorHearing.ca

Serving our community since 2012
PSW and Nursing services

Contact us for a free assessment
647-836-8329

info@joyfulhomecare.ca
www.joyfulhomecare.ca

BE THE GOOD

Inquire about financial assistance
at stmichaelscollegeschool.com

www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Holy Cross Cemetery

& Funeral Home
905-889-7467

Queen of Heaven Catholic Cemetery & Funeral Home

905-851-5822

Crossways
Family Dental

Dr. Julia Jarvis

Dr. Krystyna Jarvis

2340 Dundas St W

416-535-5799

2187 Bloor St. W.

647-802-6716

dallas.chorley@sothebysrealty.ca

Your Home Search,

In Perfect Tempo

Dallas Chorley Sales Representative

"A family business since 1985" 

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
905-624-4422

THE PERFECT
TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS!

SPOTSPOT
2113 Dundas St. W.     416-534-4593    www.experiencedundas.com

COVER IN WP8

1701 Bloor Street West     https://stjoanofarcto.archtoronto.org       416.762.1026

Toronto, ON M6P 1B1       email   stjoanofarcto@archtoronto.org

St. Joan of Arc Proclaiming and Living the Gospel
through Stewardship. All are Welcome.

PARISH STAFF

Fr. Anish Alex   Pastor (ext. 1006)

Parish Office (ext 1007)

Ms. Anne Francis  Accounting Office (ext. 1004)   finance@joanofarc.ca

prepare the way...prepare the way...

ADVENT



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

  MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday, December 22 
5:30 pm Emmita Landeta + & 
Birthday blessing Tivona Brito  
Tuesday, December 23 
 5:30 pm Enerio Faion                     
Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 
5:30 pm The Parish Community 
8:30 pm The Parish Community 
12:00 am The Parish Community 
Christmas Day, Dec. 25 
10:00 am The Parish Community 
12:00 pm The Parish 
Community 
Friday, December 26 
40th Wedding Ani of Luz & 
Rolando Sucilian 
Saturday, December 27 
5:30 pm Janek Pabian + 
Sunday, December 28 
10:00 am Christine & Tina 
Starzeski 
12:00 pm Thomas Donato & For 
all mothers 
Please pray for: 
The Sick: Maryann Chard, Ted 
Daiel Ted Kowalczyk and anna 
Maria Silva 
The Deceased: Trudi Cortens & 
Greg Sulliva 
 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent – Emmanuel: God Is With Us 
Love is the heart of the Fourth Sunday of Advent, and love has a name: Emmanuel
God is with us. This is not merely a comforting idea or a seasonal sentiment; it is 
the very core of our faith. To love is to live with God-with-us. To give love is to 
give God who dwells within us. 

Many of us know the fatigue of loving: loving without being loved back, loving 
those who wound us, loving when patience runs thin. Yet we never truly run out of 
love, because God, who is Love itself, never leaves us. As Saint Augustine reminds 
us, “God loves each of us as if there were only one of us.” When our human love 
feels empty, God invites us to draw from His inexhaustible love and to love with a 
supernatural love His own. 

This is the miracle of Emmanuel. When we choose to love the unlovable, forgive 
the unforgiving, and remain faithful in difficult relationships, we become living 
signs of God’s presence in the world. Saint Teresa of Calcutta beautifully said, “We 
are not called to be successful, but faithful.” Faithfulness in love is how God 
continues to make Himself visible today. 

The readings of this Sunday deepen this mystery. In Isaiah (7:10–14), God gives 
King Ahaz a sign not because Ahaz demands it, but because God freely chooses to 
reveal Himself. The virgin shall conceive, and His name shall be Emmanuel. This 
teaches us an essential spiritual truth: God acts when we humble ourselves and trust 
Him. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches, “The Son of God became
man so that we might become God” (CCC 460). In Jesus, God does not remain 
distant He enters our history, our struggles, our relationships. 

Saint Bernard of Clairvaux wrote, “The name of Jesus is light, food, and medicine.” 
Emmanuel is that light and that healing presence. Saint Leo the Great echoes this 
teaching: “Christian, remember your dignity: you now share in God’s own nature.” 
Because God is with us, our lives matter, our choices matter, and our cooperation 
with grace matters. 

Saint Paul, in the Letter to the Romans (1:1–7), reminds us that this promise is not 
an “empty word” but a fulfilled reality. Christ is truly God and truly man, 
descended from David and revealed as the Son of God in power. And remarkably, 
Paul tells us that we belong to Him. The Church teaches that through baptism we 
are incorporated into Christ and share in His mission (CCC 1267). We are no longer 
spectators we are participants in God’s saving plan. 

In the Gospel (Matthew 1:18–24), Joseph teaches us quiet obedience and 
courageous trust. Without words, he cooperates with God’s plan. Saint John 
Chrysostom praised Joseph’s faith, saying, “Joseph obeyed without questioning, 
showing the obedience of faith.” Like Mary and Joseph, God continues to work 
through ordinary people who are willing to say “yes.” 

As Christmas draws near, the Church invites us to renewed vigilance not anxiety, 
but attentive love. Emmanuel is not only coming; He is already with us. Saint 
Alphonsus Liguori assures us, “There is no fear in love; perfect love casts out fear.” 
Our happiness does not depend on how others treat us, but on the unshakable truth 
that God is with us and loves us unconditionally. 

This Advent, let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. Let us pray to Emmanuel, sing to 
Emmanuel, and trust Emmanuel. As Saint John Paul II said, “Do not be afraid. 
Open wide the doors to Christ.” May we allow ourselves to become instruments
like Mary and Joseph through whom God continues to dwell among His people. 

Emmanuel is God’s personal Christmas gift to us. 

Jesus I trust in you… 
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DECEMBER 24, 2025 

 

 OUR CHRISTMAS WINTER FAIR – A HEARTFELT 
THANK YOU 

The very first Christmas Winter Fair at St. Joan of Arc Parish 
was truly a joyful and memorable success. We extend our 
deepest gratitude to the wonderful husband-and-wife team, 
Michelle Rodrigues and Fabian D’Sousa, whose vision, 
dedication, and tireless efforts brought this beautiful event to life. 
From the initial idea to careful planning and execution, their 
commitment along with the support of many devoted volunteers
made this fair possible. 
We are also grateful for the fantastic vendors, the delicious 
variety of foods, and the lively activities such as bingo, line 
dancing, and more, which created a warm and festive atmosphere 
for all ages. Most importantly, thank you to everyone who 
attended, participated, and shared in the joy, fellowship, and 
celebratory spirit of the season. 
May this wonderful beginning inspire many more joyful 
gatherings in our parish community. God bless you all, and thank 
you for making our Christmas season brighter.   

2026 SUNDAY OFFERING ENVELOPES & PRE 
AUTHORIZED GIVING (PAG) 

2026 Sunday Offering Envelopes are now available in the parish 
hall. Please note that box numbers have changed if your previous 
number was above 220, you have been assigned a new lower 
number. Kindly do not use 2025 envelopes in the new year; begin 
using the 2026 envelopes in January. For the first few weeks, 
please print your name and address clearly on your envelopes to 
help us update our parish records. 
We also encourage parishioners to consider Pre-Authorized 
Giving (PAG), a simple and automatic way to support the parish 
each month. PAG forms are available at the church entrance, in 
the parish office, and on our parish website. 
Thank you for your generosity and continued support of our parish. 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
December 18 - 7:00 pm Advent Penance Service   
December 24 - 5:30 pm Children’s Christmas Liturgy  
                          8:30 pm Christmas Liturgy 
                          12:00 am   Christmas Midnight Liturgy 
December 25 - 10:00 am Christmas Mass 
                        12:00 pm Christmas Mass 
December 27 & 28 - Regular mass times 
December 31 -   5:30 pm Feast of Mary Mother of God 
January 1 -          10:00 am Feast of Mary Mother of God 
                          12pm Feast of Mary Mother of God  
January 2 – 5:30pm First Friday Mass & Adoration  

Your Gifts to God 
Monthly Comparison November 

Offertory 2025 2024 
Envelopes $9,037 $8,745 
Loose $3,548 $3,181 
PAG $6,378 $6,427 
Total $18,963 $18,353 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOLIDAY 
CLOSURE 

Please note that the Parish Office 
will be closed from December 23 
to January 4 for the Christmas and 
New Year holidays. We will 
reopen on Monday, January 5. If 
you require emergency assistance 
from the parish or the Pastor 
during this time, please leave a 
message on the Pastor’s 
extension, and he will return your 
call as soon as possible. Thank 
you for your understanding, and 
we wish you and your families a 
blessed Christmas season. 

ADDRESS UPDATE 
REMINDER 

If you have recently changed your 
address, please contact the parish 
office or the bookkeeper so we 
can update our records. This 
ensures your tax receipt for 2025, 
and any future parish 
communications reach you 
without delay. Thank you. 

Please Note the parish 
Information has changed 

Parish website is: 
https://st.joanofarcto.org 
Our Parish email is: 
st.joanofarcto@archtoronto.org 

 
Please follow us on social 

media @                 
Joan of Arc Toronto 
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